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Spain as we know it. He was ruler over the Low Coun- Rivalry of
tries (Holland and Belgium), and of part of Italy. He Spain? and
had also been elected Emperor, that is to say, he was lord Wolsey*
of Germany: and besides this, he was master of the
riches of the New World, in consequence of the dis-
coveries of Christopher Columbus, who had been em-
ployed by the Spanish government, and had sailed across
the Atlantic to America in 1492. Between these two
rivals Henry VIII steered a middle course. His great
minister, Cardinal Wolsey, thought that England could
reap most advantage by making the rivals bid against
each other for the aid of England. The result, however,
was that both came to distrust and despise England. And
so Wolsey, who hoped to be made pope, and trusted to
the Emperor to help him, found that Charles V pre-
ferred to help someone who was a more faithful friend.
Twice Wolsey was disappointed in his ambitions.

Meanwhile Henry had grown tired of his Spanish wife.
She had borne him a daughter, but no son, and Henry Henry,
wanted a male heir to the throne.  Besides, he had fallen and the'
in  love  with Anne  Boleyn.      So   he wished   to   be
freed from Catharine:  for this purpose application had
to be made to the Pope, and the king entrusted the busi-
ness, to Wolsey.    Henry did not expect to have much
trouble in getting the Pope to declare that, as Catharine
had been married previously to his brother, Arthur, the
marriage had never been a true marriage.

However, the unexpected came to pass. The Pope,
Clement VII, did not wish to offend Wolsey and Henry
VIII, but he feared to offend the Emperor, who had
a big army in Italy, a great deal more. The Pope was
in a difficult position, but the decision was in the hands
of the Papal Court, which was not influenced by political
considerations. Henry did not get his way: his marriage
was not declared to be invalid. But he was a headstrong